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SUBJECT: ETHNIC CHINESE IN NETHERLANDS 

REF: STATE 066701 

1 . DUTCH AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN CONDUCTING A CAMPAIGN SINCE 
LAST NOVEMBER TO IDENTIFY AND DEPORT ILLEGALLY RESIDENT 
ALIENS, MAINLY CHINESE, BUT ALSO SOME TURKS AND NATIONALS 
OF ARAB COUNTRIES. AN OFFICIAL OF THE KONINKLIJKE 
MARECHAUSSEE FOR THE PROVINCE OF NORTH HOLLAND (WHOSE 
CAPITAL IS AMSTERDAM) SAID THAT SOME 550 CHINESE HAVE BEEN 
DEPORTED SO FAR. (A FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL HOWEVER, PUT 
THE FIGURE AT 350.) MOST OF THOSE DEPORTED WERE FROM 
AMSTERDAM. TO AVOID A SIMILAR FATE, MANY ILLEGAL RESIDENTS 
ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LEFT FOR OTHER PARTS OF THE NETHERLANDS 
OR NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 

2. THERE ARE NOW AROUND 8,500 CHINESE LEGALLY IN THE 
NETHERLANDS. OFFICIALS COULD GIVE NO ESTIMATE OF THE 
NUMBER HERE ILLEGALLY, BUT IT IS GENERALLY THOUGHT TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 THE HA 01844 071607Z 

BE LARGE. UNFORTUNATELY, MANY CHINESE, BOTH LEGAL AND 
ILLEGAL RESIDENTS, ARE INVOLVED IN THE NARCOTICS 
TRADE. THE CURRENT DEPORTATION PROGRAM IS PRIMARILY 
AIMED AT DISRUPTING THIS ILLICIT MARKET. TO PREPARE 
THE WAY, JUSTICE MINISTER VAN AGT VISITED HONG KONG 
LAST SEPTEMBER AND NEGOTIATED AGREEMENS TO HELP 
IDENTIFY CHINESE CAUGHT ILLEGALLY IN THE NETHERLANDS 
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AND TO ASSURE THAT HONG KONG WOULD ADMIT THOSE WHO 
WERE DEPORTED. 

3. THE GON HAS RELEASED A PARTIAL LIST OF DEPORTEES 

TO DEA AT THE EMBASSY. INS MAY CONTACT DEA REGARDING 
FURTHER DISPOSITION OF THE LIST, AND REPORTING TO DATE. 

4. THIS IS A JOINT MESSAGE OF EMBASSY THE HAGUE AND 
CONGENS AMSTERDAM AND ROTTERDAM. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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